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Come September we will begin our 8th year 
dedicated to our organizing philosophy. During 
the past 7 years a group of wonderful dedi-
cated volunteers have made LCWRT one of 
the largest and most respected Roundtables 
in our nation. It has been our pleasure to have 
presented an outstanding array of nationally 
known speakers and presenters in making this 

a reality and through this august group we 
have been able to contribute mightily to the 
preservation of war sites and monuments. 

Finding a centrally located venue to accommo-
date our very large membership and regular 
attendance was no easy task, especially when 
it was decided to offer dinner prior to the 
program. Good food goes hand in hand with 
good programs and good fellowship and seek-
ing out a caterer that could feed our large 
group was a major undertaking. Satisfying 
your taste buds is not easy as grub and grum-
bles are synonymous. Our founding leadership 
met the challenge and each year the leader-
ship group has worked hard to maintain excel-
lence. 

Your Program Committee works as much as 2 
years in advance in planning programs geared 
to certain time frames and events. The com-
ing program year will highlight the year 1864. 
They secure the speakers and arrange for 
their travel and accommodations. This is a 
monumental and never-ending task as we move 
from one year to the next. 

(Continued on page 2 HAM) 

WHISTLING IN DIXIE WHISTLING IN DIXIE WHISTLING IN DIXIE WHISTLING IN DIXIE BY BOB HAM 

I 
 get great satisfaction in telling new comers and visitors about 
our wonderful Civil War Roundtable. The first paragraph of our 
founding philosophy reads, thusly: “The Low Country Civil War 
Roundtable (LCWRT) is an organization dedicated to promoting, 

educating and stimulating interest in and discussion of all aspects of 
the War Between the States and the preservation of war sites and 
monuments. This can be accomplished by making every effort to place 
ourselves mentally back into the time period and attempting to assess 
events and circumstances as they occurred then, not as we would con-
sider them today with the benefit of 140 years of hindsight.”  

OHIO Monument at Vicksburg National Military Park 

in the Shape of a Minié Ball (by Mitch Sackson) 
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Officers & Committee Chairpersons 

President Bob Ham 842-9836 

Vice President Johanna Verwer 705-9201 

Secretary Michelle Maulden 705-3744 

Treasurer Don Hubsch 705-7786 

At-Large Bernie Covert 705 -7808 

Past President Paul Bucklin 705-5168 

Membership Brenda & Steve Bacon 705-3432 

Program Chris Clayton 681-1956 

Editor  Marian & Mitch Sackson 705-2628 

Distribution Brenda & Steve Bacon 705-3432 

Dinner Register Nancy & Bob Clarkson  705-2992 

Communications Mitch Sackson 705-2628 

Program Bill Bodoh 706-7131 

Hospitality Rickie & Fred Kluessendorf  645-4130 

Lowcountry Civil War Round Table Inc.  
The Minié  Ball Gazette 

P.O. Box 2252 
Bluffton, SC 29910 

WWW.LOWCOUNTRYCWRT.ORG 
 

Dedicated to Historic Preservation  
and Enlightenment 

Editors: Mitch & Marian Sackson 
The Lowcountry Civil War Round Table Inc. is a  

Not-For-Profit, charitable organization as qualified under sec-
tion 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Code  

THE FORT MITCHEL PROJECT & YOU 

Earlier this year your Round Table decided to work 
with the Heritage Library on their project to re-
store, maintain and improve Fort Mitchel. If you’re 
not familiar with it, Fort Mitchel was built in 1862 
by the Federals as a shore battery on Hilton Head 
Island to guard Skull Creek. Today it is located in-
side Hilton Head Plantation and is open to the public 
(just tell the security officer you are going to the 
Fort); thousands tour the facility each year inde-
pendently and through Coastal Discovery Museum 

tours. 

To date members of The Round Table have trimmed 
the embankments, painted the hand railings and 
signposts and coated the wooden bridge with pre-
servative. This took three work parties and the ef-
forts of Joyce Albrecht, Pat Brennan, Paul Bucklin, 
John Monkaitis, Paul Ricker, Bill Trapp and Basil 
Wilde. The Library had the brush and dead wood 
removed, the grounds bush hogged and installed new 
signs. Consequently the Fort is looking much better 
for all this work. Go there and see! 

If you are interested in participating in this fun 
project to preserve a Civil War Site close to home, 
contact Bill Trapp at (843)705-2455 or e-mail to 
betrapp@hargray.com. 

THE WALKWAY AT FORT MITCHEL 

Y 
our Minié Ball Gazette Editors are 
hard at work preparing this “summer 
edition” and does an outstanding job 

getting out monthly editions of this most 
informative newsletter during our program 
year in addition to producing our website. 

All in all, it takes about 70 dedicated volun-
teers to keep LCWRT humming. You will hear 
more about them in future editions of the 
Minnie Ball and I look forward to seeing you 
in September. We have another outstanding 
line up of Civil War scholars to stimulate in-
terest in the most pivotal period in our na-
tion’s history. 

Have a great summer.     Bob Ham  

(HAM Continued from page 1) 

A 24 PDR HOWISTER AT FORT MITCHEL 
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Date Main Dishes Vegetables Desserts 

09/12/07 Meat Loaf 
Fried 

Chicken 
Salmon Carrots Green Peas 

Yam  
Casserole 

Cobbler Lemon Bar 
Coconut 
Macrons 

Fruit 

10/10/07 Salisbury 
steak 

Rotisserie 
chicken 

Tilapia Spinach 
Okra &  

Tomatoes 
Rice Pilaf 

Bread 
Pudding 

Apple Pie Cookie Tray Fruit 

11/14/07 

Turkey & 
Gravy & 

cranberry 
sauce 

Pork Chops Cajun fish 
Stuffing 

Corn Bread 
Green Peas Spinach 

German 
Chocolate Bar 

Cookie 
Tray 

Pumpkin Pie Fruit 

01/09/08 Pulled Pork 
Fried 

Chicken 
Popcorn 
Shrimp 

Carrots Green Beans 
Red Skin 
Potatoes 

Cherry Pie 
Coconut 

Bar 
Cookie Tray Fruit 

02/13/08 Ham 
Pot Roast & 
Vegetables 

Cat Fish Spinach Cut Corn 
Macaroni & 

Cheese 
German 

Chocolate Bar 
Cookie 

Tray 
Cherry Crisp Fruit 

03/12/08 Rotisserie 
chicken 

Meat Loaf Salmon Carrots 
Okra &  

Tomatoes 
Mashed 
Potatoes 

German 
Chocolate Bar 

Lemon Bar Blueberry Pie Fruit 

04/09/08 Salisbury 
steak 

Fried 
Chicken 

Cajun fish Spinach Green Beans Rice Pilaf Brownies 
Bread  

Pudding 
Carrot Cake Fruit 

05/14/08 Meat  Balls 
Bourbon 
Chicken 

Salmon Dirty Rice 
Creamed 
Spinach 

Cut Corn 
Coconut 

Macaroon 
Lemon Bar 

Chocolate 
Pie 

Fruit 

Plus 
Garden salad/dressings Sweet and Unsweeted Tea Lemonade, 

Water & Decaffeinated Coffee  
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Sept 12, 2007 Sherman’s March to the 
Sea Anne Bailey: Professor of History at 
Georgia College.  

Sherman's March to the Sea is the 
name commonly given to the Savannah 
Campaign, conducted in late 1864 by 
Major General William Tecumseh 
Sherman. The campaign began with 
General Sherman's troops leaving the 
captured city of Atlanta, Georgia, on 
November 15, 1864, and ended with the 
capture of the port of Savannah on 
December 22. Followed his successful 

Atlanta Campaign of May to September 1864. He and 
U.S. Army commander Ulysses S. Grant believed that 
the Civil War would end only if the Confederacy's 
strategic, economic, and psychological capacity for 
warfare were decisively broken. Sherman therefore 
applied the principles of scorched earth, ordering his 
troops to burn crops, kill livestock, consume supplies, 
and destroy civilian infrastructure along their path. 
Sherman's armies would reduce their need for tradi-
tional supply lines by "living off the land" after their 
20 days of rations were consumed. Foragers, known as 
"bummers", would provide food seized from local 
farms for the Army while they destroyed the rail-
roads and the manufacturing and agricultural infra-
structure of the state. Since the army would be out 
of touch with the North throughout the campaign, 
Sherman gave explicit orders regarding the conduct 
of the campaign. 

Dr. Anne J. Bailey is Professor of History at Georgia 
College and State University in Milledgeville and edi-
tor of the Georgia Historical Quarterly. She is a na-
tionally acclaimed historian of the American Civil War. 

Oct 10, 2007 Overland Campaign Wilder-
ness to Cold Harbor: Gordon Rhea, Histo-
rian and Author. 

Known as Grant's Overland Campaign 
and the Wilderness Campaign, was a se-
ries of battles fought in Virginia during 
May and June 1864. Ulysses S. Grant, 
directed the actions of the Army of the 
Potomac, commanded by Maj. Gen. 
George G. Meade, and other forces 
against Robert E. Lee's Army of North-

ern Virginia. Although Grant suffered horrible losses 
and multiple tactical defeats during the campaign, it is 
considered a strategic Union victory, which maneu-
vered Lee into an untenable position at Petersburg, 
Virginia. Although previous Union campaigns in Virginia 
had the Confederate capital of Richmond as their pri-
mary objective, this time the objective was the de-
struction of Lee's army. Grant ordered Meade, 
"Wherever Lee goes, there you will go also." 

Nov 14, 2007 The Battles of Spring Hill 
and Franklin: Brian Wills, Professor of 
History at Wise University VA  

The Battle of Spring Hill was fought 
November 29, 1864, in Maury County, 
Tennessee, as part of the Franklin-
Nashville Campaign and the prelude 
to the Battle of Franklin. On the 
morning of November 29, 1864, fol-

lowing the inconclusive Battle of Columbia, Confeder-
ate General John Bell Hood’s Army of Tennessee 
marched from Columbia toward Spring Hill to separate 
major portions of Union forces from each other, hop-
ing to defeat each in turn before they could unite and 
overwhelm him.  

The Confederates positioned their corps where they 
could attack the Union force, but erred by allowing 
the Union army to maintain possession of the road and 
keep a route open for withdrawal. Believing the battle 
largely finished, Hood left command of the field to his 
most capable commander, Maj. Gen. Patrick Cleburne 
(the "Stonewall of the West"), Cleburne never re-
ceived the message to attack. The Battle of Franklin 
followed the Battle of Spring Hill on November 30, 
1864 and was one of the worst disasters of the war 
for the Confederacy.  

The Confederate Army suffered devastating losses in 
its unsuccessful frontal assaults against the Union 
defenders, sometimes called the "Pickett's Charge of 
the West." Hood's Army failed to stop the Union 
force in Tennessee, allowing the Army of the Ohio to 
escape. Hood had hoped to destroy the Union forces 
before he could link up with the Army of the Cumber-
land, commanded by Maj. Gen. George Henry Thomas, 
farther north in Nashville, Tennessee.  

Jan 9, 2008 To 
Be Announced  
Bud Robertson or 
Jack Davis. 
For the January pro-
gram we will have ei-
ther Bud or Jack. Un-
fortunately Bud has a 

personal problem and is unable to commit this far in 
advance. We have arranged to have Jack Davis substi-
tute should that be necessary. Bud would very much 
like to be with us and we wish him the very best and 
hope that he can. We will keep every one updated 
closer to January as to who will be presenting and the 
subject matter. 

Feb 13, 2008 Widows in the Civil War: 
Steve Bacon & Brenda Bacon 
In February we will have a special program by two 
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of our members: Steve and Bar-
bara Bacon. The program will be a 
living history reenactment of the 
traditions and rituals of widowhood 
at the time of the civil war. Steve 
and Barbara will be joined by other 
re-enactors for what promises to 
be a very interesting program. The 

term living history describes attempts to bring history 
to life, either for an audience or for the participants 
themselves.  

The primary distinction between reenactment and a 
period dramatic performance is the degree of immer-
sion and the amount of improvisation. Historical Activi-
ties related to "reenactment" are not new. Tourna-
ments in the middle Ages had Roman or other earlier 
themes (while the Romans themselves staged recrea-
tions of famous land and sea battles within their Coli-
seums as a form of public spectacle), and the Victori-
ans recreated medieval furnishings such as tapestries.  

However, historical reenactment in pursuit of practical 
historical interest, beyond merely re-inventing history 
as an entertainment to suit contemporary convenience 
or sensibilities, seems to be an invention of the 20th 
century. Reenactment can be considered a form of 

live-action role-playing within a his-
torical context. 

March 12, 2008 The Crater 
and the Siege of Peters-
burg : Ed Bearss 
The Richmond-Petersburg Campaign 
was a series of battles around Pe-
tersburg, Virginia, fought from 
June 15, 1864, to March 25, 1865. 
Although it is more popularly known 
as the Siege of Petersburg, it was 

not a classic military siege, in which a city is usually 
fully surrounded and all supply lines are cut off. It was 
ten months of trench warfare in which Union forces 
commanded by Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant assaulted Pe-
tersburg unsuccessfully and then constructed trench 
lines that eventually extended over 30 miles around 
the eastern and southern outskirts of the city.  

Petersburg was crucial to the supply of Confederate 
Gen. Robert E. Lee's army and the Confederate capital 
of Richmond. Lee finally yielded to the overwhelming 
pressure—the point at which supply lines were finally 
cut and a true siege would have begun—and abandoned 
both cities in April 1865, leading to his retreat and 
surrender in the Appomattox Campaign.  

The Siege of Petersburg foreshadowed the trench 
warfare that would be common in World War I, earn-
ing it a prominent position in military history. The Bat-
tle of the Crater, part of the Siege of Petersburg 
took place on July 30, 1864Lieutenant Colonel Henry 
Pleasants, commanding the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry 
of Maj. Gen. Ambrose E. Burnside's IX Corps, offered 
a novel proposal to solve the problem, a mining engi-
neer from Pennsylvania in civilian life.  

He proposed digging a long mine shaft underneath the 

Confederate lines and planting explosive charges di-
rectly underneath a fort in the middle of the Confed-
erate First Corps line. The result was a disaster for 
the Union troops who pored into the resulting crater 
where they became “fish in a barrel” for the Confed-
erates. 

April 9, 2008 The Battle of Fort Fisher: 
Craig Symonds, Chief Historian 
at the USS Monitor Center at 
the Mariners’ Museum in New-
port News, Virginia.  
The Battle of Fort Fisher was a joint 
assault by Union army and naval forces 
against Fort Fisher, outside Wilming-
ton, North Carolina. Sometimes re-

ferred to as the "Gibraltar of the South" and the last 
major coastal stronghold of the Confederacy,  

Fort Fisher had tremendous strategic value during the 
war. Wilmington was the last major port open to the 
confederacy. Ships leaving Wilmington via the Cape 
Fear River and setting sail for the Bahamas, Bermuda 
or Nova Scotia to trade cotton and tobacco for 
needed supplies from the British were protected by 
the fort. Fort Fisher was constructed mostly of earth 
and sand. This made absorbing the pounding of heavy 
fire from Union ships more effective than older forti-
fications constructed of mortar and bricks.  

The fortifications were able to keep Union ships from 
attacking the port of Wilmington and the Cape Fear 
River. On December 24, 1864, Union forces under Ben-
jamin F. Butler launched a two-day attack. The battle 
was the largest amphibious operation until the Second 
World War. 

May 14, 2008 The Port 
Royal Experiment: L Row-
land/ Steve Wise 
The Port Royal Experiment was a 
program begun during the Civil War 
in which former slaves worked on 
the land abandoned by plantation 
owners. In 1861, the Union liberated 
the Sea Islands off the coast of 
South Carolina and their main har-
bor, Port Royal. The white residents 

fled, leaving behind 10,000 slaves. 

Several private Northern charity organizations 
stepped in to help the former slaves become self-
sufficient. The result was a model of what Reconstruc-
tion could have been. The former slaves demonstrated 
their ability to work the land efficiently and live inde-
pendently. They assigned themselves daily tasks for 
cotton growing and spent their extra time cultivating 
their own crops, fishing and hunting. 

By selling their surplus crops, the locals acquired small 
amounts of property. In 1865, President Andrew John-
son ended the experiment, returning the land to its 
previous white owners. 

Attribution to Wikapedia 

L ROWLAND 
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V 
icksburg had just fallen to Union forces. The 
Confederates were trapped north of the Poto-
mac River after their defeat at Gettysburg. And 

after two years of civil war and bat-
tlefield calamity, Abraham Lincoln 
thought he saw the glimmer of vic-
tory. 

On July 7, 1863, three days after 
Vicksburg's surrender and four days 
after Gettysburg, Lincoln took out a 
sheet of blue-lined paper and wrote 
to his general in chief, urging that the fleeing rebels 
be destroyed. If they were, Lincoln wrote, "the rebel-
lion will be over." 

But the Confederates escaped over the flooded river 
seven days later, the war went on for almost two more 
blood-soaked years, and Lincoln's six-line, handwritten 
note of optimism vanished into the crumbling files of 
history. 

Yesterday, the National Archives announced that the 
long-lost note, complete with a misspelled word and 
Lincoln's neat schoolboy signature, had been found last 
month in the downtown stacks by an archivist doing 

research for a Discovery Channel documentary. 

Archivist of the United States Allen Weinstein said in 
an interview that it was the biggest such find since the 
discovery in 2003 of a diary written by President 
Harry S. Truman. "It's incredibly exciting," Weinstein 
said. 

The note, on yellowed stationery and headed "War De-
partment Washington City" was written to Gen. Henry 
W. Halleck. The besieged Confederate city of Vicks-
burg, Miss., had fallen July 4 to the forces of Gen. 
Ulysses S. Grant, and Robert E. Lee's Army of North-
ern Virginia had just been defeated at Gettysburg by 
union forces under Gen. George G. Meade. The war-
weary Lincoln sensed the possibilities. 

"Now, if Gen. Meade can complete his work so glori-
ously prosecuted thus far, by the litteral or substan-
tial destruction of Lee's army," Lincoln wrote, "the re-
bellion will be over." 

Archives officials said the text of the note was known 
to historians because Halleck forwarded it to Meade in 
a telegram that was preserved in the official war re-

cords. But the handwritten note had 
been lost for decades. Weinstein 
pointed out that the Archives has a 
billion documents in its historic build-
ing downtown, and 9 billion system 
wide. Asked if there could be other 
lost documents of note, he said, 
"There must be." 

On May 14, archivist Trevor Plante, who specializes in 
19th-century military history, was in the stacks 
searching for material for the upcoming documentary 
on Gettysburg, according to Plante and Weinstein. 
Plante said that morning he chanced on a tattered 
folder labeled "telegrams received by Halleck." Inside, 
he said, he spotted the note in the dim light, recog-
nized Lincoln's handwriting and thought, "Whoa!" 

But it was not until he researched further that he dis-
covered that while historians had quoted the telegram, 
no one had ever cited the original note. He said he re-
alized: "Hey, this is even more important than I 
thought it was." 

Plante said it is not certain exactly where Lincoln 
wrote the note, nor where Halleck received it, but 
both were in Washington. Meade, who had been in com-
mand of the Army of the Potomac only about a week, 
had just left Gettysburg en route to Frederick in pur-
suit of the enemy. 

Lincoln, tormented by incompetent commanders in the 
first years of the war, often prodded his generals to 
take action. He once famously goaded Gen. George B. 
McClellan by asking to borrow McClellan's army since 
the general didn't seem to be using it. Now Lincoln was 
urging Halleck to urge Meade to go after Lee. 

A 
fter Halleck telegraphed the note to Meade, he 
continued to badger Meade to attack. Meade, 
whose army had been battered at Gettysburg, 

finally took offense and offered to resign. Halleck 
backed down, Plante said, but on the afternoon of the 
14th, as the rebels splashed to safety, an anguished 
Lincoln took pen to paper and wrote to Meade: 

"My dear general, I do not believe you appreciate the 
magnitude of the misfortune involved in Lee's escape. 
He was within your easy grasp, and to have closed upon 
him would, in connection with our other late successes, 
have ended the war. "As it is, the war will be prolonged 
indefinitely," Lincoln wrote. "Your golden opportunity is 
gone, and I am distressed immeasureably because of 
it." 

It was one of the harshest letters Lincoln wrote during 
the war. And he never sent it. Instead, he wrote on the 
envelope: "To Gen. Meade, never sent, or signed." 
Plante said that letter and the envelope, now in the 
Library of Congress, came to light years ago, but not 
during Meade's lifetime. 

LLLL INCOLNINCOLNINCOLNINCOLN  U U U URGENTRGENTRGENTRGENT     ININININ  L L L LOSTOSTOSTOST  L L L LETTERETTERETTERETTER     TOTOTOTO  G G G GENERALENERALENERALENERAL  H H H HENRYENRYENRYENRY  W.  H W.  H W.  H W.  HALLECKALLECKALLECKALLECK .  .  .  .      
By Michael E. Ruane, Washington Post Staff Writer 06/08/2007 

Your golden 
opportunity is gone, and I 

am distressed 
immeasureably because of 

it 

PRESIDENT LINCOLN & GEN MACCLEMAND OCT 3 1862 
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Please Print All Information NEW ���� RENEWAL � � � � (besides name, fill in only changes below) 

LOWCOUNTRY CIVIL WAR ROUND TABLE INC 

P. O. BOX 2252, BLUFFTON, SC 29910 843-705-9898   

www.lowcountrycwrt.org 

 

_________________________      _______________________ ______________________________________ 

Last Name               First Name    Badge Nickname 

_________________________    ___________________________       ______________________________________ 

Additional Member Name       Badge Nickname 

Address____________________________________________      City_______________________________________    

State______ Zip Code___________ Phone(     ) _______________ E-Mail____________________________________ 

� Program Committee: select topics & speakers 

� Maintain Membership (requires a computer) 

� Contribute articles to our monthly bulletin 

� Be Editor of the bulletin (requires a computer) 

� Would like to be Treasurer 

� Would like to be Secretary 

� Would like to be President 

� Collect dinner reservations & make list thereof 

� Perform the ‘check in’ during dinner 

� Hospitality & Greeter (distribute name cards) 

� Advertising 

� Buy refreshments for the ‘Morning After’ 

� Be Group Historian 

� Help distribute the bulletin 

W e are set to start on our ambitious next year of 2006—2007. The Round Table doesn’t just happen. You, by volunteering and working on committees, make the 
Round Table what it is. How about it? We need help on the Program, Communication, 
Monthly Bulletin, delivery of the Bulletin, Hospitality, Accounting and Membership commit-
tees - no experience necessary. Some tasks are only an hour once a month! If you are in-
terested in ANY of the items below, please check them off and include with form.  

New Enlistment: 

 Single:————–——–One Time Initiation Fee $25.00 + Annual Membership $28.00 = $53.00 � 
 Household:———––—One Time Initiation Fee $35.00 + Annual Membership $40.00 = $75.00  � 

Re-enlistment: 

 Single:——————–————–————————Annual Membership:         $28.00 � 

 Household:—————–——–—————————Annual Membership:          $40.00 � 

 

Program Year 2007Program Year 2007Program Year 2007---200820082008   

BRENDA BACON  

53 Murray Hill Dr 

Bluffton, SC 29909 

Mail to 

 or leave in “lower” box: 

Make Check Payable to LCWRT Inc 

Any questions, please call Brenda at 705-3432 
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Lowcountry Civil War Round Table 
Inc. 

The Minié Ball Gazette 
P.O. Box 2252 

Bluffton, SC 29910 
WWW.LOWCOUNTRYCWRT.ORG 
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It is time for reenlistment! 
Read about the forthcoming 
Lectures as well as the 

Fine dining we have selected. 
 

Please fill out the Membership 
Form on page 7 and mail it 

As soon as possible. 
 

Thank you from your  
Lowcountry Civil War Round Table 

Board 

 

We thank Palmetto Electric for their 
allowing the LCWRT usage of their 
meeting room for our Morning After. 


